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Introduction
We need to strongly support the FM-Band for broadcasters

• For the next years FM will stay the most important technology for radio 

distribution

• Europe is different and somehow (very) difficult for radio digitalization!

• But we are all here to find some viable solutions for the broadcasters! 

• Broadcasters have other interests than the transmitter and receiver 

industries – for us it’s important to support the broadcasters



History, main tasks of EHDRA 

• With the first HD Radio trial-licenses granted in Europe (started  August 2005 

with Switzerland, and many soon after that) the need for a common Europe HD 

Radio platform was desired among the different promoters.

• An inaugural meeting at IBC Amsterdam in September 2007 drew more 

than 30 broadcasters and companies from related industries

• Formally EHDRA was founded in OCT 07 at the HD Radio Days in  

Lucerne, Switzerland under Swiss association law based on the IBC 

inaugural meeting



Selection of actual EHDRA members & sponsors



History, main tasks of EHDRA 

• The actual executive committee is consisting off:

- Chairman - Jürg Bachmann, Goldbach Media, Küsnacht, Switzerland

- General Secretary - Markus Ruoss, Ruoss AG und Radio Sunshine, Switzerland

- General Director - Andrea Sentinelli, Data Technology Consulting (DTC), Poland

- Treasurer - Scott Stull, VP-BBD, iBiquity Digital Corporation (formerly Perry Priestly)

• The next General Assembly will take place in spring 2010 

• With the first HD Radio trial-licenses granted in Europe (started  August 2005 

with Switzerland, and many soon after that) the need for a common Europe HD 

Radio platform was desired among the different promoters.

• An inaugural meeting at IBC Amsterdam in September 2007 drew more 

than 30 broadcasters and companies from related industries

• Formally EHDRA was founded in OCT 07 at the HD Radio Days in  

Lucerne, Switzerland under Swiss association law based on the IBC 

inaugural meeting



Main tasks of EHDRA

• General awareness and knowledge about  HD Radio in Europe

• Operational implementation and coordination of rules (CEPT-ECC/ITU/?)

• Elimination of hurdles for the introduction of the technology

• HD Radio standardization for Europe (ETSI)

• EHDRA HD Radio Day and other events for the members and 

invited guests

• HD Radio knowledge base for members and exchange of views

• And of course ….diminish preset minds in Europe



ETSI EUROPEAN  TECHNICAL  STANDARD  INSTITUTE

• NWI (New Work Item) opened at ETSI in June 2008

• Later in the year it was agreed:

First  a System Requirements Document (SRD) for Band II 
digitalization has to be created. This effort will serve as a shared resource 
when official liaisons are established between ETSI, CEPT and ECC.

• In the meanwhile the SRD and the NWI is in a voting 
process for approval due October 24st 2009 

• iBiquity is in the lead, EHDRA supports for the 
European aspects

• Longer process (as usual when it is about an Europe born standard)

expected, (estimated one more year)

Activities in the first 2 EHDRA YEARS



ECC Electronic Communications Committee

• One of the TASKS of FM PT 45 frequency on digital broadcasting issues 

is:

“Study future possibilities for the digitalization of the sound broadcasting Band II, 

taking into account current digital sound broadcasting systems and systems under 

development and compatibility with services in adjacent bands”

• The deadline for this report was October 2009, but is delayed to spring 

2010

• EHDRA is actively involved in this task, thanks to a  LoU signed with the 

ECC

• More active EHDRA support is necessary and on its way:

• Motivate  some more administrations for additional input statements to

PT FM 45 about future use of Band II

• Create INPUT-DOCUMENTS with focus on HD Radio field trial-

results and  economic models for market implementation

• Study and prepare an eventual input paper about receiver profiles

Activities in the first 2 EHDRA YEARS



FM HD Radio events, workshop and field trials

Activities in the first 2 EHDRA YEARS

First EHDRA information booth at Medientage Munich 2008

interview with 

www.Radioszene.de

Baja Mare workshop and HD Radio demonstration

BAJA MARE-ROMANIA

October 23rd and 24th 2009

http://www.radioszene.de/


FM HD Radio events, workshop and field trials 

Activities in the first 2 EHDRA YEAR

At Fraunhofer IIS, Erlangen, Germany

Many radio digitalization presentations, HD Radio workshops and events were 

made during the first 2 years of EHDRA in many different countries of Europe 



EHDRA activities are noticed

Activities in the first 2 EHDRA YEARS



Activities in the near future

• Ongoing ECC/ETSI and implementation work 

• Support of cross platform receiver profiles (IMDA/EICTA/EBU-
Workshop)

• Extend basic understanding of the FM-HD Technology in Europe

• Get more EHDRA members! And reorganize the structure at the 
next GA (Election year)

• More events and HD Radio Workshops in specific countries and 
support of some trials (Romania/Austria/Czech Republic/Poland/and ?)

• After the first country in Europe adopts FM HD Radio technology, 
the EHDRA tasks may change more from technical side to more 
implementation-focused task.



• FM HD Radio works as well in Europe as elsewhere in the world but 
with differences on a country-by-country basis and

• According to the different interpretations of the rules on  the 
administration level (can make big difference even within the EC !)

• Some more work has to be done, especially on bridging the gap between 
“works fine in the field” and actual “theories and rules”

• However, in my opinion the Swiss pragmatic approach (see more this 
afternoon) is a good way for bringing us into the radio digitalization future 

But a simple, low cost and efficient 

radio digitalization solution for local 

and regional broadcasters with 

„diversification potential included”

HD-Radio is not a

( Egg laying cotton milk pig)

CONCLUSIONS  
Or what I learned as a non engineer:

More information on :  www.EHDRA.EU , www.HD-Radio.ch

Thank  you for your attention!          Questions?


